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SUBJECT: RUMORS OF SOVIET-1RANIAN TALKS ON SOVIET 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE AGAINST U.S. 
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2. A SOVIET CORRESPONDENT . ACQUAINTANCE (PROTECT) HAS 
TOLD AN E-dOFF OF RUMORS CIRCULATING AMONG "HIGHER LEVELS" 
OF THE MO SC Or "ESTABLISHMENT" TO THE EFFECT THAT 
(UNIDENTIFIED) ELEMENTS OF THE IRANIAN REGIME HAVE BEEN 
SOUNDING OUT T *E SOVIETS DM THEIR WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE SHOULD the U.S. INTERVENE IN IRAN. 
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3. OUR CONTACT SPECULATED THAT THE RUMORS, WHETHER 
FACTUALLY CORRECT OR NOT, MAY HAVE BEEN INSPIRED FROM ON 
HIGH AS a TRIAL BALLOON TO TEST THE MOOD OF "ESTABLISH- 
MENT" OP I .'v 1 0 • . HE RE A 3 0 N ED THAT IF S -j 0 H 
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4. HE THOUGHT IT POSSIBLE THAT A DEBATE ON THE ISSUE MAY 
BE GOING ON. PERHAPS OPPONENTS OF SOVIET INTERVENTION 
PUT THE RJMCRS I; TO CIRCULATION, HE MUSED, SO THAT THE 
KGB COULD REPORT THROUGH ITS OWN CHANNELS TO THE 
LEADERSHIP THAT THE PUBLIC OPPOSES SUCH A MOVE. IN ANY 
EVENT, OUR CONTACT , ;.H0 IS A REGIME "LIBERAL”, SAID THAT 
THOSE v HON- He KNEf. *-ER£ REACTING l,lfircv uncm p i v ** 
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